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Neuroscience studies conducted primarily over the past two decades have provided us with
a new level of understanding of the brain plasticity-based origins of human abilities. They also
provide us with a fresh perspective about the origins of and the potential reversal of the
functionally limiting expressions of developmental and adult-acquired neurological and
psychiatric impairments and disease. We shall consider some of the pragmatic implications of
this new science by explaining how it has led to the development of an important new class of
therapeutic training tools that help patients overcome cognitive land other) impairments
attributable to normal aging, or to a variety of other medical causes. Some of the
philosophical implications of this new perspective about the neurological origins and nature of
the operational Person shall be discussed.
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